Please remember that in our Orthodox Christian Tradition, the Great Feast of the Nativity
is a 12 day observance that is linked directly to the Great Feast of Theophany, The Baptism
of Christ, held on January 6th.
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During the 12 days of Christmas there is no fasting, not even on Wednesday and Fridays.
This is the true “Time of the Feast”, when visitations and family celebrations should occur.
The season of the Feast ends on January 6th.
The Feast of Epiphany & Blessing of the Waters will be held at St. George,
West Roxbury on Tuesday, January 5, 2016- (matins-5pm) (Liturgy-6pm)
followed by a light dinner. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.

Epiphany 2016- Blessing of Homes
With the up-coming celebration of The Feast of Epiphany and the Great Sanctification of the Water, house blessings are starting for the new year. If you
would like to have your house blessed, please contact Fr. Elie and schedule an
appropriate time. While it is traditional to begin house blessings following
Epiphany, homes may be blessed throughout the year. May the Blessing of the
Jordan River sanctify and protect each and every home and family in our community.

The Nativity of Christ

THE EPISTLE

The Nativity of Christ
Troparion of the Nativity of Christ: Tone 4
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in
the world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship
Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou
didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Shout with joy to God, all the
earth.
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:4-7)
Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore, you are no longer
a slave but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

THE GOSPEL
Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ : Tone 3
(**The Original Melody**)
Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent in essence; the earth offereth
the cave to the unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify
Him; and the Magi with the star travel on their way; for a new child hath been
born for our sakes, God before the ages.
THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN (Sung in place of “Holy God”)

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.
(THRICE)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Have put on Christ. Alleluia.
Dynamis!
As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who
has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, and have
come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of Judea; for from you
shall come a ruler who will govern My people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared;
and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found Him bring me word, that I too may come and
worship Him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the
star which they had seen in the East went before them, until it came to rest over
the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary His mother,
and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

