CHURCH CALENDAR |

Sunday, May 9th: Sunday of St. Thomas

Tuesday, May 11th: 7:00 P.M.— Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, May 16th: Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers
Sunday, May 23rd: Sunday of the Paralytic

Sunday, May 30th: Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Saturday, June 5th: 6:00 P.M.— Arabic Liturgy

Sunday, June 6th: Sunday of the Blind Man

Tuesday, June 8th: 7:00 P.M.— Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, June 13th: Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council
Sunday, June 20th: Holy PENTECOST

Sunday, June 27th: First Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, July 3rd: 6:00 P.M.— Arabic Liturgy

Sunday, July 4th: Second Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 11th: Great Martyr Euphemia

Tuesday, July 13th: 7:00 P.M.— Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, July 18th: Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council

25 Week-Multi Raffle
Tickets are still available for our Multi Raffle— first drawing to be
announced soon. ” A T
S -
Tickets: $125 =1 % -‘;
Prizes: $125...plus your number can be pulled -a® " =

again throughout the 25 weeks!!
To purchase a ticket, please see Edward Ayoub (401) 263-3666

Bulletins are now available on our website every Sunday morning. Other
important information, flyers, recipes, etc. can also be found on our website
at www.stmarypawtucket.org

SAINT MARY ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, May 9, 2021

Sunday of St. Thomas (New Sunday)
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Saint Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church

“4 parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America”

Church Office hours: Monday— Friday 9am-1pm
249 High Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860
Phone (401) 726-1202 Fax: (401) 729-1203
Parish Center Phone (401) 725-5150
Web site: http://stmarypawtucket.org
Email: office@stmarypawtucket.org

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York
& Metropolitan of all North America

His Grace Bishop JOHN, Auxiliary and Bishop of the
Diocese of Worcester and New England

V. Rev. Father Elie Estephan
Cell- 1-(240) 205-9079

Sub-Deacon Emad Amirhom
Sub-Deacon Elijah Vollendorf

Schedule of Services

Sunday: Orthros (Matins) 9:00 a.m.
Church School 11:15 a.m.
Sunday: Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Enter in Quietness, Rest in Prayer,
Worship in Reverence, Depart in Peace to Serve

We welcome our Visitors & Guests: Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card.

Receiving Communion: Only those Orthodox Christians who have prepared

themselves may approach the chalice for Holy Communion. Everyone is welcome to
partake of the Holy Bread after the Liturgy.

Prayer Line
St. Mary ~ Internet Prayer Line

Prayer requests can be sent to us via the internet at
office@stmarypawtucket.org

All requests must be received by Wednesday noon to be included in that week’s bulletin.
Any requests received after that time will be included in the following week’s bulletin.

Wonderful Mother
God made a wonderful mother,
A mother who never grows old;

He made her smile of the sunshine,
And He molded her heart of pure gold;
In her eyes He placed bright shining stars,
In her cheeks fair roses you see;
God made a wonderful mother,

And He gave that dear mother to me.
(Pat O'Reilly)
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And Grandma's too...
While we honor all our mothers
)| with words of love and praise.

' While we tell about their goodness
and their kind and loving ways.

We should also think of Grandma,
she's a mother too, you see....

For she mothered my dear mother

as my mother mothers me.
Author Unknown

Have a Happy Mother's Day! &
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Parousia

Parousia: from a Greek word meaning "presence." This is the term used
to refer to the second coming of the Lord. On that day, all persons will
arise, their bodies transfigured, and all creation will be transformed:
new earth and new heavens. This will also be the day of judgment, when
the Lord "will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead" .

(Creed: Mt 25:31; Rom 2:5-11)

God has surrounded the tongue with a double wall— with the barrier of the
teeth and fence of the lips— in order that it may not easily and heedlessly utter
words it should not speak.

~St. John Chrysostom

“If you cannot be merciful, at least speak as though you are a sinner. If you are not a
peacemaker, at least do not be a troublemaker. If you cannot be assiduous, at least in your
thought be like a sluggard. If you are not victorious, do not exalt yourself over the van-
quished. If you cannot close the mouth of a man who disparages his companion, at least
refrain from joining him in this.”

~St. Isaac the Syrian
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Sunday of St. Thomas (New Sunday)
APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the
doors were closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resur-
rection of all, renewing in us through them an upright spirit, according to the
greatness of Thy mercy.

KONTAKION OF PASCHA: Tone 8

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou de-
stroy the power of  Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to
the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O
Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
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Arabic Liturgy

Arabic Liturgy is being offered the first Saturday of each month at 6:00
P.M. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

e Save the Date for the Parish Life Conference on June 4 & 5 to be held at
the Cathedral

e Our Lenten Recipe resource tab is on our Church Website. If anyone has
recipes that they would like to share, you can send them to Cindy Hayes
(hayescindylee@gmail.com) or to the church office:
(office@stmarypawtucket.org)




THE EPISTLE

Great is the Lord, and great is His power. Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

The Reading from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the
Apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared join
them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than ever believers were added to
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into
the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow
might fall on some of them. The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem,
bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the
high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and
filled with jealousy they arrested the Apostles and put them in the common prison. But at
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, “Go
and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”

THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (20:19-31)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the Disci-
ples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the Disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one
of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other Disci-
ples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands
the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in
His side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, His Disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.”
Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the Disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing you may have life in His Name.

PRAYERS ARE BEING OFFERED FOR
GOOD HEALTH AND BLESSING OF:

Kevin Hashway
Mark Hashway
Offered by: Elaine Wilbur
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Victoria Hallal \\
Offered by: Ron Hallal \\9?
Josephine Karam

Ed Betor
Offered by: Elie, Julia & Naji Karam

Jacob, Maria, Sofia & Emilia Khoury
Offered by: Nabil & Salwa Khoury

IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Janice Hallal
Offered by: Her Loving Husband Ron

Fred Hashway
Offered by: Elaine Wilbur

Al Hallal
Offered by: Ron Hallal

Albert Hallal
Offered by: Rhonda, Keith & Sharyn Hallal
& Family

Janice Hallal

Offered by: Rhonda Hallal, Bob Lienert, Hanna &
Emma, Sharyn Hallal, Keith & Maria Hallal, Isabel

Special Prayers of Good Health & Blessing | ¢\ i iinew

are being offered for Reyna Chamoun on
the occasion of her 23rd Birthday.

Offered by: Jiddo & Teta

HAPPY e

Georges Karam
Elaine Swistak
Offered by: Elie, Julia & Naji Karam

Charles Agaty
Offered by: Elaine Agaty

CHRIST IS RISEN, TRULY HE IS RISEN!

Gred

Dearly beloved, what do you see in these events? Do you really believe that it was by
chance that this chosen disciple was absent, then came and heard, heard and doubted,
doubted and touched, touched and believed? It was not by chance but in God's provi-
dence. In a marvelous way God's mercy arranged that the disbelieving disciple, in touch-
ing the wounds of his Master's body, should heal our wounds of disbelief. The disbelief
of Thomas has done more for our faith than the faith of the other disciples. As he touches
Christ and is won over to belief, every doubt is cast aside and our faith is strengthened.
So the disciple who doubted, then felt Christ's wounds, becomes a witness to the reality
of the resurrection.

~St. Gregory Dialogos = ==\
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